VILLAGE OF ZEBALLOS

AGENDA for the Special Meeting of Council to be held Tuesday February 5, 2019
at 5:00 pm at 157 Maquinna Avenue.

1. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA

2. NEW BUSINESS
a) Trailhead site for the Community Unity Trail

b) Recovery Manager Report

2. LATEITEMS

Correspondence from the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations, and Rural Development re: Response to

3) Village request for follow-up post-wildfire study and mitigation
support.
Correspondence from the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
b) Resource Operations, and Rural Development re: Response to

MLA Trevena request for recovery support on behalf of the
Village.

3. PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD

4. ADJOURNMENT



Community Unity Trail — Proposed Ferris Road Trailhead




RECOVERY MANAGER REPORT

To: Meredith Starkey, CAQ Village of Zeballos
From: Mark Brown, Recovery Manager Village of Zeballos February 1, 2019

RECOVERY MANAGER REPORT #2

UPDATE to CAO and COUNCIL

2018 Wildfire State of Local Emergency

The Village remains under a State of Local Emergency (SOLE), most recently extended until February &
2019. The SOLE was originally declared on August 16, 2018. An Evacuation Order was issued for 10
properties on August 18, 2018 and an additional 17 properties on September 8, 2018.

The entire Village is not at risk from the effects of the August 2018 wildfire, however all the properties
are affected by the State of Local Emergency. The SOLE declaration and Evacuation Order will likely
continue for some time, given that a post-fire rock fall, debris flow hazards and detailed risk analysis for
the 27 properties has not yet been done.

In consultation with Emergency Management BC, it was confirmed that the SOLE declaration does not
need to be in place for those properties not in the Evacuation Order area.

Recommendation

THAT Council of the Village of Zeballos limit the State of Local Emergency (SOLE) to the area under
Evacuation Order only.



)

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Reference: 246053
February 5, 2019
VIA EMAIL: cao@zeballos.com; mayor@zeballos.com

Her Worship Mayor Julie Colborne
Village of Zeballos

PO Box 127

Zeballos, British Columbia

VOP 2A0

Dear Mayor Colborne:

Thank you for your letter of January 9, 2019, concerning the current State of Emergency in
the Village of Zeballos and Council’s resolution to move forward in recovery efforts.

| sincerely appreciate the nature of the circumstances that the village finds itself in. As you
know, the village commissioned an engineering firm to revisit the geotechnical assessment
that the village had completed over 20 years ago. This ministry hired the same company to
complete a post-fire assessment, and BGC Engineering Inc. took this opportunity to update
their earlier field work before presenting their final report to the village in October 2018. We
also provided the village with a copy of our report as a courtesy. | agree that the information
contained in the geotechnical analysis is complex. Please connect with BGC to assist with the
interpretation of the final report as the village strategizes on next steps.

While we recognize that the village has a difficult time ahead in order to assess and determine
what mitigation options could be implemented, it is not this ministry’s role nor mandate to
conduct this work. | am pleased to hear that Emergency Management BC (EMBC) has
provided funding for a Recovery Manager. Please continue to work with EMBC staff and
your Recovery Manager to find funding options and the appropriate technical expertise to
support you in the next steps of recovery.

Thank you for writing. | understand how this process of wildfire recovery is challenging for
the community.

Sincerely,

Doug Donaldson
Minister

pc: Honourable Claire Trevena, MLA — North Island, Minister of Transportation
and Infrastructure

Ministry of Forests, Lands, Office of the Minister Mailing Address: Tel: 250 387-6240
Natural Resource Operations PO BOX 9049 Stn Prov Govt Fax: 250 387-1040
and Rural Development Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 Website: www.gov.be.ca/for
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Reference: 244245
February 5, 2019
VIA EMAIL: claire.trevena.MLA@leg.bc.ca; Mary.Carstairs@leg.bc.ca

Honourable Claire Trevena, MLA

North Island

Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure
908 Island Highway

Campbell River, British Columbia

VoW 2C3

Dear Claire Trevena:

Thank you for your letter of November 14, 2018, regarding the 2018 forest fire near the
Village of Zeballos. 1 apologize for the delay in my response.

In the early spring of 2018, the village commissioned BGC Engineering Inc. (BGC) to
reassess the known geological hazards on the east side of the village, as follow up from a
Golder Associates report, which had been completed approximately 25 years earlier and
concerned terrain stability on the east side of the village. Therefore, the existing geohazards
have been known by the village for decades.

It was after the spring field work by BGC and before the final report was presented that the
fire occurred. Following the fire, this ministry hired BGC Engineering to review their earlier
spring work and to determine if the fire had any effect on the previously identified geohazards
and if any new considerations were required. On October 15, 2018, BGC presented their final
comprehensive report on the geohazards to the village, including the new information from
the field work paid for by this ministry. Similarly, ministry staff shared the report letter of
findings from BGC on the post fire results with the village.

BGC are the experts on their reports, and so we encourage the village to reach out to them for
questions related to their final report. Dr. Matthias Jakob, principal geoscientist with BGC
who prepared the report, would be best positioned to assist the village in understanding the
geotechnical report and what it means for individual properties.

It is up to the village to determine the next steps for the evacuation order based on the risks
identified in the report. Ministry technical staff will not be making recommendations to the
village and will not be conducting any studies for hazard mitigation. Ministry staff (and a
specialist from the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure) conducted a flight over the
area in early December 2018) following significant rainfall events, and did not observe
changes from the previous assessments.
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Honourable Claire Trevena, MLA

We understand that the village was able to hire a Recovery Manager with funding provided by
Emergency Management BC under the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General, and
going forward, they will be the contact for the village in coordinating any future mitigation.
We encourage the village to continue to work with David Tomaz, Acting Senior Regional
Manager for Planning and Mitigation, Emergency Management BC, and John Forrest,
Regional Manager, Emergency Management BC, to identify potential funding avenues in
order to contract the appropriate expertise for mitigation options. They can be reached by
email at David. Tomaz@gov.bc.ca and John.Forrest@gov.bc.ca, respectively.

Again, thank you for taking the time to write and express your views.

Sincerely,
Doug Donaldson
Minister

pc:  Honourable Mike Farnworth, Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General
Her Worship Julie Colborne, Mayor, Village of Zeballos
David Tomaz, Acting Senior Regional Manager, Planning and Mitigation,
Emergency Management BC
John Forrest, Regional Manager, Emergency Management BC
Matthias Jakob, Ph.D., Principal Geoscientist, BGC Engineering Inc.
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