VILLAGE OF ZEBALLOS
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
AGENDA

7:00 pm

Zeballos Community Hall

CALL TO ORDER:
BUSINESS ITEMS:
1. Covid Plan Review – discussion
Move back to Village Office?
Re-open to public?

July 13, 2021

June 17, 2021
Ref: 267370

Dear Chief Administrative Officers and Corporate Officers:
B.C.’s four-step restart plan to bring B.C. back together was announced on May 25, 2021. The
plan is focused on protecting people and safely getting life back to normal. Each step includes
gradual changes for organized gatherings and workplaces. I encourage you to review the plan to
begin to consider the impact on your operations, including for council and board meetings.
The purpose of this letter is to provide information to local governments of the current rules for
council and board meetings, and to highlight the gradual shift to operations that will take place
over the next weeks and months – in particular, for council and board meetings – as
circumstances related to the pandemic ease.
As announced June 15th, B.C. is in Step 2 of our restart plan, meaning that indoor seated
organized gatherings of up to 50 people are now permitted. As a result, local governments
should begin planning and making best efforts to transition to limited in-person public
attendance at in-person public hearings, council meetings and board meetings, as long as those
hearings and meetings adhere to a local government’s COVID Safety Plan and the provisions of
the PHO Gatherings and Events Order that govern organized gatherings. Within that, we
recognize that local goverments’ decisions around transitioning to in-person public attendance
will depend on the unique circumstances in each community. Masks also continue to be
mandatory for indoor public settings in Step 2.
In addition to following their COVID Safety Plans, local governments’ events must continue to
adhere to the rules for organized gatherings for each step of the restart plan, including the
maximum number of people permitted. To be clear, ‘maximum number of people’ includes all
elected officials, staff members, and members of the public present at a meeting or hearing.
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Local governments can continue to hold electronic meetings and electronic hearings under the
authority of the COVID Related Measures Act (CRMA) including, Ministerial Order M192. In
support of the restart plan, the ministry recommends that local governments also begin to
prepare for the interim steps needed after M192 under CRMA expires (90 days after the end of
the state of emergency). While it is not yet possible to provide a date for the end of the state of
emergency due to the changing nature of the pandemic, based on the information and data
outlined in the restart plan, local governments will want to prepare for the end of the state of
emergency. I will provide further communications with local governments when a firm date is
confirmed.
Under CRMA
•

Local governments must continue to make “best efforts” based on local circumstances
to inform the public of meetings and provide alternative ways for the public to provide
comment on agenda topics (e.g. email, letter, phone), participate electronically (if
available) or attend in-person (if PHO health and safety requirements and guidelines can
be met).

•

Local governments may wish to review and confirm their current status of meetings,
and if required develop a new resolution with respect to open and electronic meetings,
and state how you will continue to meet the principles of openness, transparency and
accountability under the current circumstances.

•

All other rules prescribed in legislation or local government procedure bylaws continue
to apply such as: notice requirements, voting rules, and recording of meeting minutes.

Updated information for local governments operating under CRMA and M192 can be found
here: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governancepowers/covid-19
As you may be aware, Bill 10: Municipal Affairs Statutes Amendments Act, 2021 passed and
includes changes to the electronic meeting rules in the Community Charter. Further work to
update electronic meeting regulations for the City of Vancouver, regional districts and the
Islands Trust will be completed to align meeting rules to ensure that the new, broader
electronic meeting authorities apply to all local governments.
Our intention is that the new rules for electronic regular and committee meetings will be
brought into force by regulation at the same time as amended electronic meetings regulations
and to coincide with the expiration of M192 under CRMA (90 days after the end of the state of
emergency). This will allow some time for local governments to consider the new authorities
and whether to amend procedure bylaws so the transition between the expiration of M192 and
your new procedures is relatively seamless. Further guidance material will be provided shortly
to help with the understanding of the new electronic meetings authority.
…3

Page 3

Please note that under the new rules, local governments are not required to adopt electronic
meeting provisions in your procedure bylaw if you do not intend to hold electronic meetings;
however, local governments are encouraged to proactively consider whether there are
circumstances where the option for electronic meetings may be beneficial for your
communities.
If you have any questions regarding council or board meetings or the timelines for the new
electronic meeting rules, I encourage you to contact our Governance and Structure Branch. You
can reach the Governance and Structure Branch by phone or email at: 250 387-4020 or
LGGovernance@gov.bc.ca
Sincerely,

Tara Faganello
Assistant Deputy Minister
Enclosure - Attachment 1: FAQ
pc:

Honourable Josie Osborne, Minister of Municipal Affairs
Gary MacIsaac, Executive Director, UBCM
Nancy Taylor, Executive Director, LGMA
Todd Pugh, Executive Directory, CivicInfo
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Attachment 1: FAQs
Now that the PHO is permitting the public to attend meetings, are local governments required to have
in-person public meetings?
Ministerial Order 192 continues to give local governments the flexibility to conduct electronic meetings.
However, the Order requires local governments to undertake “best efforts” to provide space for the
public to attend open meetings and facilities that enable the public to hear, or watch and hear, meetings
if the meeting is held electronically.
What do local governments do if they are unable to provide a place for the public to attend in-person
and be physically distant or the technology is not available to support electronic participation at
meetings?
If after “best efforts,” local governments are unable to provide space for the public to attend open
meetings or provide facilities for the public to hear, or watch and hear electronic meetings, they must
pass a resolution stating the basis for why they are unable to do so. The resolution must also include the
means by which they are ensuring openness, transparency, accessibility and accountability in respect of
the meeting.
When can local governments amend the procedure bylaw to allow for electronic regular and
committee meetings?
Local governments must not amend their procedure bylaw until the amendments in Bill 10 have been
brought into force by regulation. The new authorities for electronic meetings will be brought into force
when M192 expires under CRMA (90 days after the end of the state of emergency). Further guidance on
the new authorities will be provided to local governments in the coming weeks.
Do new authorities mean local governments must amend the procedure bylaw?
No. The new rules give local governments the choice and flexibility as to whether to choose to conduct
regular or committee meetings electronically once the legislation is in force.

